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 In the past, the maritime industry has had many accidents due to the loss of steering control, just note a few 

recent incidents: 

 

Container Ship "OCEANA" 

 On 13th Dec. 2020 container ship "Oceana" (IMO 9634684) under the 

flag of the Antigua & Barbuda, built in 2013 with a length (LOA) of 172 

meters, deadweight of 21,773 M.T lost control in the area Changjiang 

Kou (CJK) - Shanghai port and collided with container ship "XIN 

QISHENG 69" under the flag of China with a deadweight of 19,634 M.T, 

built in 2018. After container ship "XIN QISHENG 69" sank, there were 

4 crew members died and 4 more crew members missing. For this 

reason, the Maritime Safety Authority of China Shanghai City issued a 

“Safety Notice” regarding to PSC campaign of an intensified inspection 

of ship navigation and propulsion systems in the Shanghai port area. 

This campaign started from March 15, 2021 until June 15, 2021. All of this content has also been specified 

according to the Ship Technical Circular of the Vietnam Registry Department No. 08TI / 21TB. 

 

Container Ship “PHUC KHANH” 

 

On 21st Feb. 2021 container ship “PHUC KHANH” under the flag of 

Vietnam with a deadweight of 8,238 M.T, built in 2004 in China, length 

(LOA) is 132 meters while she was leaving Ben Nghe port to Hai Phong 

port when approached the “Long Tau” river section, the ship lost 

control and collapsed the construction crane of the “Phuoc Khanh” 

bridge, belonging to the Ben Luc - Long Thanh expressway project. 

Estimated damage of the crane is nearly 1 million USD. 

 

 

Ultra Large Container Ship (ULCVs) "EVER GIVEN" 

On 23rd Mar. 2021 ultra large container ship (ULCVs) "EVER GIVEN" 

under the flag of Panama with a deadweight of 198,886 MT with a 

capacity of 20,124 TEW built in 2018 in Japan, while it was proceeding 

in the Suez Canal then lost her control and ran aground (the cause has 

not yet to be announced). The salvage work took 6 days until March 

29, 2021, the ship was a floated and anchored at Great Bitter Lake 

waiting to resolve the consequences at the request of the Suez Canal 

Authority (SCA) pursue a $916 million compensation claim against the 

ship's Japanese owner. 

 

 



Possible Causes 

 There are many possible causes of the loss of control of the steering system, but the most common causes in 

practice are ranked in the following order: 

1. Due to the contact of the steering modes switch from “Auto” to “Hand / Follow up” or the steering pump 

switch No.1 or No.2 was bad, the steering wheel is only in the fixed position, but was not followed with the 

steering command. 

• How to handle it: Once detected, the captain, deck officer or helmsman must quickly switch the steering 

modes switch from “Hand/Follow up" to "Auto" and then switch back to "Hand/ Follow up” mode and monitor 

whether the steering rudder is in sync with the steering command; If not, then transfer the steering pump No.1 

to No.2 or from the steering pump No.2 to No.1. 

• Training: It is necessary to give briefing on how to handle this situation to deck officers even the captain 

because it only takes about 30 seconds in case to lose control of the steering system and when the ship is 

proceeding in a channel or area with a high traffic density, the collision or grounding may occur; At the same 

time, during the training of emergency steering system, the captain should also pay attention to incorporate 

this content. 

2. Due to the lack of hydraulic oil in the steering system: It is necessary to regularly check and supplement. 

3. Due to failure of the steering circuit control (seldom happens): it is necessary to repair and replace. 

4. Due to malfunction of the steering motor (very rarely): it is necessary to check and repair. 

 In fact, in marine insurance business, the reason why ship owners can claim insurance company may differ 

from the actual cause of the incident, so the article is just a summary of practical experience for the Masters 

and Deck officers have an additional approach to dealing with a similar situation to avoid loss money to the ship 

owners. 


